
 
 

An    Evensong  

 

 

 

                  Celebrating the Vision  

           The Diocese of New Jersey 



Right Onward 
           Revive Us Again! 
 
The Diocese of New Jersey is one family of diverse and unique 

congregations, belonging to Jesus Christ and belonging to one an-
other, for Jesusõ sake. 
 
Together, we are a missionary community, celebrating the abun-

dant life of Christ (John 10:10) and sharing that life with the world 
that God so loves (John 3:16). Our vision is to build up the Body of 
Christ and reach out to the world in Christõs name as we: 

¶share the Good News simply and genuinely; 

¶worship the Lord radiantly and reverently; 

¶serve the poor boldly and strive for justice passionately; 

¶give of our resources, our abilities and our lives joyously and 
 generously; and 

¶seek continual spiritual renewal for a closer walk with Christ. 
This is our vision of our Diocese, flourishing, to the Glory of                      

 God. 
Above all and before all and as the sure and certain means of all, 

 we pray:  Lord, in your mercy, make New Jersey new. 
 
Participants: 
Officiants:    It this first diocesan-wide celebration, it is a joy to welcome back our Bishop from his sabbati-
cal.  Bishop Councell, together with Bishop Romero are officiating at tonightõs service 

 
Preacher:  The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton was elected the 14th Bishop of Maryland and consecrated at 
Washington National Cathedral on June 28, 2008. He was officially seated at the Cathedral of the Incar-
nation, Baltimore, on June 29, 2008.  Prior to his election, Bishop Sutton was canon pastor of Washington 
National Cathedral, and director of the Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage. A frequent leader of retreats and 
conferences on prayer, preaching, spirituality and mission, he directed the cathedralõs national and local 
programs in building spiritual community through pilgrimages, gatherings and courses.    In addition to 
having served parishes in New Jersey and Washington, DC, Bishop Sutton taught homiletics and liturgics at 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School, New Brunswick Theological Seminary and General Theological 
Seminary. He also served as assistant to the bishop in the Diocese of New Jersey. The author of several arti-
cles on spirituality and preaching, he is a contributor to the book The Diversity of Centering Prayer.  Bishop 
Suttonõs professional involvements have included serving as president and board member of the Washington 
Episcopal Clergy Association; chaplain and board member of the Global Episcopal Mission Network of the 
Episcopal Church; board member of the Episcopal Evangelical Education Society; and lifetime member and 
frequent workshop leader and speaker of the Union of Black Episcopalians.  Bishop Sutton earned his Bache-
lor of Arts degree from Hope College in Holland, Mich. in May 1976. He attended Western Theological 
Seminary, also in Holland, where he graduated with a Master of Divinity degree in May 1981. Graduate 
school honors included the Pietenpol Award for Senior Excellence, the Mays Fellowship, and the Makely 
Award in worship, teaching fellow in Practical Theology and president of Ph.D. Studentsõ Association, 
Princeton. He did his Anglican Studies at the University of the South, School of Theology in Sewanee, 
Tenn., from 1992-1993. Married to Sonya Subbayya Sutton, their family includes four children and step-
children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
 

We are entering a second 
year of our Right Onward    ex-

perience. For the previous 
twelve months, we have 
shared ideas and experiences 
of welcoming and including 
ministries. We are applying 
these experiences and in-
sights as we move forward to 
celebrating a common vision 
as citizens  of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Oneprimary learning from a 
two-year listening process 
was a yearning for common 
worship, gatherings of the 
whole Body of our Diocese. 
Diocesan Convention liturgies 
are always a blessing even 
within the context of an an-
nual meeting format. 

This is something other. 

Our purpose is to praise, to 
proclaim, to celebrate, and 
this year, to claim the  Vision 
which is ours by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, by the victory 
of Christ, by the will of God. 

We offer an occasion of wor-
ship with expectation and an 
essential enthusiasm that 
God is working His purpose 
out in our midst. 

 



Vespers  
Celebrating the Vision 
 
The Diocese of New Jersey,   Trinity Cathedral 
January 31, anno domini 2009 
Preludes: I want Jesus to Walk with Me    The Black Cassock Blues Band  
  Wade in the  Water 
  Every Day I look to You      
  Te Alabamos       Célèbre 
 
Praising God in the Gathering of Godõs People       

 

 

Leading Music 

Through most centuries 

of Christian worship, mu-

sic was organized by 

άōŀƴŘǎέ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ  

Trained musicians  

brought more order and 

came to replace  the 

plainer forms of common 

praise.   Both models and 

more are needed in our 

communities. 

Are there groups or small 

bands that can be gath-

ered today from among 

as yet untapped gifts, 

perhaps with less familiar   

instruments? 

BCBB:  An Intergenera-

tional Ministry from Holy 

Spirit, Lebanon 

Célèbre: Music Ministry 

of Cristo Rey, Trenton 

 

New Words to Old Tunes 

We crave the most mod-

ern medicines but new 

music and liturgies are 

less embraced. 

How do we  cultivate  

openness to new poetry? 

The sidebar notes 
are offered as a 
means to support      
connections to the 
local community of 
faith. 



Opening Responses 
 
Bishop:  Come to us this night, O God, 
 
All:  Come to us with your light. 
  (Here a candle is lit and placed centrally) 
 
Bishop:  Speak to us this night, O God, 
 
All:  Speak to us with your truth. 
  (Here a Bible is placed centrally) 
 
Bishop:  Renew us this night, O God, 
 
All:  Renew us in your life. 
  (Here water is placed centrally) 
 
Bishop:  Dwell with us this night, O God, 
 
All:  Dwell with us in your love. 
  (Here a cross is placed centrally) 
 
Song      

   

Origins 

The words of this simple 

evening service come from 

the Iona Community a 

dispersed ecumenical 

community working for 

peace and social justice, 

rebuilding of community 

and renewal of worship.  

Its main activities take 

place on the Isle of Iona, 

Scotland. 

Does the Book of Common 

Prayer provide a maximum 

or a minimum standard for 

worship?     

 

 

 

Responding to New 

 

Tradition is simply innova-

tion that stuck. 

 

When encountering new 

words or music in Church 

do we dig in and sing with 

relish and abandon,  or do 

we retreat to skepticism? 

 

How would a monthly  

hymn-sing portion in our 

worship allow us to en-

counter new poetry with 

excitement and energy? 



Prayer 
 
Bishop:  O God, for your love for us, warm and brooking, 
  which has brought us to birth and opened our eyes 
  to the wonder and beauty of creation, 
All:  We give you thanks. 
 
Bishop:  For your love for us, wild and freeing, 
  which has awakened us to the energy of creation: 
  to the sap that flows, 
  the blood that pluses, 
  the heart that sings. 
All:  We give you thanks. 
 
Bishop:  For your love for us, compassionate and patient, 
  which has carried us through our pain, 
  wept beside us in our sin, 
  and waited with us in our confusion. 
All:  We give you thanks. 
 
Bishop:  For your love for us, strong and challenging, 
  which has called us to risk for you, 
  asked for the best in us, 
  and shown us how to serve. 
All:  We give you thanks. 
 
Bishop:  O God we come to celebrate 
  that your Holy Spirit is present deep within us, 
  and at the heart of all life. 
  Forgive us when we forget your gift of love 
  made known to us in Jesus, 
  and draw us into your presence.    Amen. 
 
Welcome        
 
Bishop:  O God, from many places you have gathered us together.   

 Be in the eyes and on the lips of those we meet  
 so that none be stranger and all find the grace of God  
 within this community of wonder, love and praise, I 
 n the strong name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.                         
 
 Please introduce yourself to those around you. 
 
 
 

The Word of God       
                
After a time, the Bishop calls the People to engage with the Scriptures   
                                                                       
Bishop:     Let us  be centered upon Godõs Holy Word; 
 
A time is offered for the people to come to order, the Bishop continues 
 
Bishop:  O God, as these words are offered   
All:    In our hearts may we feel your presence.                                  
 
All may sit. 

Brooking Risk and Surprise 

Brooking: accepting 

 

The Biblical Narrative of 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛǎ 

filled with risk and  surprise.  

They seem to be constitu-

ent parts of the Kingdom.  

Yet worship is also for com-

fort and consolation. 

 

How do we balance these 

two songs of the Kingdom? 

When was the last time you 

were surprised on Sunday? 

How does a community 

support taking risks in word 

and music? 

 

 

 

 

Prodigal Welcome 

Including others is not al-

ways orderly.  It can be 

noisy and unkempt.    It is 

the breaking down of social 

convention and personal 

isolation.   

Sometimes welcoming the 

stranger is uncomfortable.  

How do we overcome it in 

order to entertain angels 

sent to us? 



Psalm 23     Please join in singing, verses 1-3 
      Refrain only on 4 & 5 
 

 
 
A  Reading  from   I Samuel 3 :1-10 
People:  Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening 
 
The boy Samuel was serving God under Eli's direction. This was at a time when the 
revelation of God was rarely heard or seen. One night Eli was sound asleep (his eyesight 
was very badñhe could hardly see). It was well before dawn; the sanctuary lamp was 
still burning. Samuel was still in bed in the Temple of God, where the Chest of God 
rested. Then God called out, "Samuel, Samuel!"   Samuel answered, "Yes? I'm here." 
Then he ran to Eli saying, "I heard you call. Here I am."  Eli said, "I didn't call you. Go 
back to bed." And so he did.  God called again, "Samuel, Samuel!"  Samuel got up and 

Finding Resources 

 

It is not for the lack of 

new ideas, programs, 

music and liturgies that 

the Kingdom of God is 

kept from earth as it is 

in heaven.  The central 

task is empowering and 

enacting creativity in 

an Anglican  Tradition 

of orthodox quality and 

accountability. 

 

How should parish wor-

ship commissions be 

empowered and edu-

cated to engage re-

sources  for worship?   

 

In what ways  would 

shared worship leader-

ship  open up a com-

munity and bring ex-

citement, commitment 

and enthusiasm ? 

 

The Psalm setting is 

used frequently in an-

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

worship.     

 

How can sharing a dif-

ŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ  ǘǊŀŘƛπ

tion and resources 

strengthen our own? 

 



went to Eli, "I heard you call. Here I am."     Again Eli said, "Son, I didn't call you. Go 
back to bed." (This all happened before Samuel knew God for himself. It was before the 
revelation of God had been given to him personally.)  God called again, "Samuel!"ñthe 
third time! Yet again Samuel got up and went to Eli, "Yes? I heard you call me. Here I 
am."  That's when it dawned on Eli that God was calling the boy. So Eli directed Samuel, 
"Go back and lie down. If the voice calls again, say, 'Speak, God. I'm your servant, ready 
to listen.'" Samuel returned to his bed. Then God came and stood before him exactly as 
before, calling out, "Samuel! Samuel!"   Samuel answered, "Speak. I'm your servant, 
ready to listen." 
    
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godõs People. 
People:  Let it be unto us according to your word. 
 
 
   
Response:     Magnificat  in Eb                                    Edward Baristow 
                                   The Trinity Choristers 
 
 
 
 
A Reading from  II Corinthian 5:16-20 
People:  Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening 
 
 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  
Así que de ahora en adelante no consideramos a nadie según criterios meramente *humanos. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  
Aunque antes conocimos a Cristo de esta manera, ya no lo conocemos así. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come!  
Por lo tanto, si alguno está en Cristo, es una nueva creación. ¡Lo viejo ha pasado, ha llegado ya lo 
nuevo! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the minis-
try of reconciliation:  
Todo esto proviene de Dios, quien por medio de Cristo nos reconcilió consigo mismo y nos dio el min-
isterio de la reconciliación: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against 
them. 
esto es, que en Cristo, Dios estaba reconciliando al mundo consigo mismo, no tomándole en cuenta 
sus pecados  
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
y encargándonos a nosotros el mensaje de la reconciliación. 
We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us  
Así que somos embajadores de Cristo, como si Dios los exhortara a ustedes por medio de nosotros:  
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
En nombre de Cristo les rogamos que se reconcilien con Dios. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godõs People. 
People:  Let it be unto us according to your word. 
 
 
 
Response:     Nunc Dimittis  in Eb           Edward Baristow 
                                                 The Trinity Choristers 
 
 

DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

God loves stories.  There 

are so many of them, 

this must be true.   

Is telling a story about 

God different than read-

ing the Bible in worship?  

Should it be? 

 

Trinity Choristers are  a 

ministry of Trinity, As-

bury Park. Diane Caruso, 

director.  Diane is also 

our organist this eve-

ning. 

 

We are all Immigrants 

and Aliens 

The world is smaller and 

far more diverse these 

ŘŀȅǎΦ  Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

all tongues give equal 

praise.  Our schools have 

ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴπ

ƎǳŀƎŜέ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ 

World Languages 

In a local parish, the 

Bread of Heaven is of-

fered in translations of 

French, Spanish, Manda-

rin, and Dutch to every-

one.   

How would our capacity 

to praise God grow with 

an embrace of other 

languages?  Is our com-

prehension of the King-

dom of God different? 



The Sermon                  The Right Reverend  Eugene Sutton 
 
Affirmation of Faith          
 
Bishop             Before all  powers and principalities, we proclaim the Name that has  
  placed a claim upon us all 
                     Sung  three times 

 
Offertory  Anthem  My Heart Ever Faithful                                    J. S. Bach
                                                                      The Trinity Choristers 
 
Prayer 
 
Here a ring of votive candles is lit around the symbols,  followed by a period of silence.  
 
Each personõs candle will be lit from neighbor to neighbor. 
 
Prayers are offered, each prayer being followed by a chant. 
 
We offer before God someone whom we have met or remembered today and for 
whom we want to pray: 
 

The Sermon 

Is the proclamation public 

property or is it the private 

possession of the priest?  

How would a congregation 

participate in the develop-

ment and pronouncement 

of the Good News? 

 

Affirmation 

The earliest Christian creed 

was simply  

Jesus is Lord. (Phil 2:11) 

How can  creedal state-

ments in our worship be-

come more deeply pene-

trating ? 

 

 

Children 

Trained choristers  are a gift 

needing careful support and 

encouragement and a de-

termined commitment from 

the whole congregation. 

Churches of any size and 

financing can find places for 

young voices.  Preferring a 

regular and steady pres-

ence of our children on any 

given Sunday  over a once-a

-season event means  an 

equal and steady commit-

ment to equip, support and 

mentor. 

Where are the points in 

every-Sunday-worship that 

are best suited to the lead-

ership of our younger disci-

ples? 



We offer before God the Church; 
our Diocese, our local communities and all baptized ministers,  
especially our Katharine, George, Sylvestre, and Eugene (Chant) 
 
We offer before God  those in authority, especially our President Barack (Chant) 
 
We offer before God someone who is hurting tonight and needs our prayer (Chant) 
 
We offer before God a troubled situation in our world tonight     (Chant) 
 
We offer before God someone whom we find hard to forgive or trust (Chant) 
 
We offer before God  those who bring us joy  (Chant) 
 
We offer before God our failings  (Chant) 
 
We offer before God those we love but see no longer   (Chant) 
 
We offer ourselves to God that we might grow in generosity of spirit,  
clarity of mind, warmth of affection, valiance in compassion and justice and 
powerful in proclaiming Christõs life by means of our own.    (Chant) 
 
The congregation processes to the symbols, adding their own candle,  
carefully disposing the paper protectors in the baskets provided.   
 
The Laying on of Hands 
 
After coming forward and placing their candles, worshippers may proceed  to the two side chap-
els and at both corners in the rear of the Nave, ministers are gathered there to offer prayers 
with the Laying on of Hands and anointing with Holy Oil.   
The following music is offered during this time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Call and Response 

Anglican Worship is thoroughly 

participative.  Our  liturgies are 

not a spectator sport.   

How do we further  the voice  

and action of the worshipper? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movement 

The first churches were empty 

spaces which allowed for 

movement.    

Can congregational action dur-

ing worship increase engage-

ment with the Lord and with 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ 

 

 

 

 

 



Please feel free to sing in the language of your choosing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join in singing after the second verse  - or as you learn the tune 
 
              Rising Sun       Trad. American Folk 
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,    That saved a wretch like me.... 
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind, but now, I see. 
 
T'was Grace that taught...my heart to fear.  And Grace, my fears relieved. 
How precious did that Grace appearé  the hour I first believed. 

 



Through many dangers, toils and snares...we have already come. 
T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far...and Grace will lead us home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me...His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be...as long as life endures. 
 
When we've been here ten thousand years...bright shining as the sun. 
We've no less days to sing God's praise...then when we've first begun. 
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,    That saved and set me free. 
I once was lost but now am found,  Was blind, but now, I see. 
 
Other Songs  
 
Depending on the needs of the congregation, other music may be added.   
Please join in as seems appropriate to you. 
 
Community Silence 
 
When all have returned  to their seats, we enter into a significant period of silence. 
 
Bishop:   Our souls in silence wait 
All:  Upon God who is our hope and our salvation 
 
A long period of quiet meditation follows. 
 
Sending 
 
Bishop:  We are placing our souls and our bodies 
  under your guarding this night, O Christ. 
 
All:  O Lover of Souls, Friend of Sinners, Eyes of the Faithful 
  May your Way this night be shielding all. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence 

Our people long for holiness.  

Our worship is full of church-

words but sometimes holiness is 

found in between them. 

Silence is neither awkward nor 

isolating if it is entered into with 

intention.   

Where can this holy space 

emerge in our current practice 

of praise? 

 

 

 

 


